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(pUMBARJON HOUSE 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

202-337-2288 
July 14, 1994 



Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Attorney-at-Law 
P.O. Box 14020 
501 N. Broadway 
St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Eric, 

Following our telephone conversation of last night, this 
letter serves as an official invitation on behalf of The National 
Society of The Colonial Dames of America to speak at Dumbarton 
House on Wednesday evening, November 16, 1994 at 7:00 P.M. This 

lecture is sponsored by the Patriotic Service Committee of the D.C. 
Society, chaired by Nancy Russell. The Committee offers an 
honorarium of $200, and an overnight accommodation here in 
Dumbarton House in the West Wing Guest Quarters for the night of 
November 16. 

As we discussed, we hope you can speak on "Joseph Nourse and 
the Establishment of a Paper Currency in America." Enclosed is my 
article from the Spring issue of the Dames Despatch which outlines 
the purpose of the Joseph Nourse exhibit. 

We hope that you can come give this lecture which is free and 
open to the public, and that Evelyn can join you and stay overnight 
here at Dumbarton House. 


Sincerely yours, 



Nancy W. E^elman 
Director of Education, 
History and Research 


cc: Nancy Russell 

Joan Stansbury 


The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America 

2715 QUE STREET N.VV .WASHINGTON, D.C. 20007 • 202/337-0972 
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Nancy Edelman 
Dumbarton House 

Nancy: 

The title of my talk on 
November 16, 1994 will be 
"The Many Changes in American 
Currency Experienced by 
Joseph Nourse." 



FROM THE DESK OF ER 1C P. NEWMAN 


202-337-2288 
August 22, 1994 


Mr. John Herzog 

26 Broadway 

New York, NY 10004 

Dear Mr. Herzog, 

Eric Newman suggested I write you regarding our Joseph Nourse 
exhibit here in Dumbarton House. We would like to include some 
Joseph Nourse items that are money related. The Dumbarton House 
collection is mostly letters and includes no currency related 
items . 

The exhibit is October 18, 1994 through May 27, 1995. Vfe will 
make our final checklist next week. May I telephone you to discuss 
possible loans? 

With warmest thank-you's. 


Sincerely, 


Nancy W. Edelman 
Director of Education, 
History and Research 


P.S. My phone number is 202-337-2288. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, M.issouri 63105 


November 3, 1994 


Mrs. Nancy Edelman 
Dumbarton House 
2715 Que Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20007 

Dear Nancy: 

It is exceedingly nice for you to want to call for me at the airport in Baltimore. 

I had to take that route from St. Louis because the fare was four times as much 
to go to Washington National airport. 

For the lecture, 1 presume you are accustomed to slide presentations and that 
you have appropriate equipment. I will need a reasonable size screen so that the 
audience can easily see it. A standard slide projector should have an extra bulb 
available in case of breakdown, and the remote control of the projector should 
be able to be operated from the lectern. I will need only one carousel to put my 
slides in. 


I do not know whether you have a microphone system or not and leave that entirely 
to you. As you know, many older people do not hear well. All of the other matters 
we can discuss by telephone. Thank you for your cooperation beyond the call 
of friendship and duty. y^'j 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Kenneth R. Bowling November 21, 1994 

George Washington University 
2120 L St. , NW 
Suite 255 

Washington, D.C. 20052 


Dear Ken: 

Under separate cover I am sending The Early Paper Money of 
America (1990 edition) and a Nature Printing offprint as you 
indicated they might be helpful to your office library. I thank 
you and Charlene for your First Federal Congress publication and 
the extensive information you furnished me in the short time we had 
together. It was a delight to meet you and your fellow researchers 
and you are more than welcome to ask me questions in the money area 
I have worked in such as the l/90th matter. 

The Francis Bailey patent information you furnished me did 
everything but disclose what his patent was. Perhaps he wanted to 
keep it secret although pretending he was advising the patent 
office. I checked a few photocopies I have and found some Bailey 
printed federal loan office forms which may indicate his anti- 
counterfeiting devices. There are three hand engraved items on 
each of the two enclosed forms - the eagle in an oval with drapery 
above, the boxed B and the word Dollars surrounded by a shaped 
border. The same items on each differ from one another as you will 
note. These are hand engraved and punched into a matrix, then cast 
in lead and put into a printing form with various standard foundry 
letters and decorations made of lead type. A counterfeiter would 
be discouraged to cut these elements by hand and could not 
purchase them. They could be used with different texts or borders 
or could be mixed. You probably can find many examples in the 
archives. Note the alteration protective insignia to the left of 
the lower amount to prevent adding a numeral to the left. That is 
where and why the $ sign became so useful. Bailey's patent was 
apparently used by Franklin long before them using a wood block 
cutting and pouring lead directly into it. 

I am totally frustrated on finding the possible mention or 
suggestion of the 1776 Continental Currency coinage in the 
Continental Congress papers or proceedings. The coins exist in 
several varieties of a round dollar size. They are extremely rare 
in silver, rare in copper composition and scarce in pewter. The 
$1 denomination in paper money was dropped in July 1776 for several 
emissions, apparently to make a place for the coin. Where might 
I find rejected matters between February and July 1776 relating to 
them. 


The only possibility I see in the index data you gave me is 
under COINAGE in the index of Papers of the Continental Congress. 
It has an unknown writer and is undated, 4 pages, M247 , rl52, 
il39, p. 483. Would you obtain a copy for me if it is not 
inconvenient. I will be grateful. 

I thank all of you for your kindness and look forward to our 
future relationship in helping one another . Nancy Edelman told me 
this might happen and she was right. 


A happy holiday to all of you, 
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WASH INGTON 
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Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for the article on the $3.00 bill. I am 
going to use it in some of my speeches. 

I am sorry that I will not be able to attend your 
presentation at the Dunbarton House. My Senior 
Advisor, Carol Rowan, will be attending in my 
place . 

It was great hearing from you. 

C i nnnvn 1 \r 


] 

Treasurer of the United States 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mrs. Nancy Edelman 


November 21, 1994 


Dumbarton House 
2715 Que St. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 


Dear Nancy: 

I thought I came to Washington to give a program. It was you 
who gave me a program of limo service, introductions to interesting 
people, food for sustenance, food for thought and kindness. Thank 
you for being sucha gracious hostess. I didn't meet Joseph Nourse 
but enjoyed getting acguainted with his memorabilia. Your exhibit 
is superb. 

The bureau drawer with the British Red Coat jacket and white 
wool pants worn at Louisbourg was a true surprise. The kindness 
of Charlene and Kenneth at their office was beyond the call. 

I thank you for making my visit so wonderful. 


Evelyn joins me in wishing you a fine holiday season. 



. Newman 




/ i &-/?<// 



p.’O 

p < b 

A . V 


AJ'^C V-SS r *n *V 7 7 ? 

/^TS MY ".ntr, -4* f>-LU /7?o , TTuJ^U-f^ /eco 
tuydz^^j -/^ ■*• a ^*' ^ fcz&vt 

zw^ $ & —/ (g*2i 

Sla?^ p • / ^ t 

<2^ tte* 'tr^y Ml^vs & L^^> 

(It'La^ — /vt/Le-J { 



EPN 


Phone call from Nancy Edelman 11-15 AM: 

She will meet your plane tomorrow. Then take you to lunch with Arthur Houghton 
--just the two of you— Metropolitan Club. 

After lunch will take you to Dumbarton so that you can rest a while. 

Light supper before lecture (soup?), tour and exhibit. 

Free on Thursday. She said you had expressed interest in getting tix for Holocaust 
Museum. She hasn't been able to get a ticket. She will continue to try if you want 
her to — let her know. Or she thought you mi£ ’ to call them to see what you 


can do (202-488-0400). 






They are looking forward to your visit. 
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Kenneth R. Bowling 
George Washington University 
2120 L St., NW 
Suite 255 

Washington, D.C. 20052 


November 21 



Dear Ken: 


\\ Under separate cover I am sending The Early Paper Money of 

America (1990 edition) and a Nature Printing offprint as you 
\ indicated they might be helpful to your office library. I thank 
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you and Charlene for your First Federal Congress publication and 
the extensive information you furnished me in the short time we had 
together. It was a delight to meet you and your fellow researchers 
j, and you are more than welcome to ask me questions in the money area 
I have worked in such as the l/90th matter. 

The Francis Bailey patent information you furnished me did 
everything but disclose what his patent was. Perhaps he wanted to 
keep it secret although pretending he was advising the patent 
office. I checked a few photocopies I have and found some Bailey 
printed federal loan office forms which may indicate his anti- 
counterfeiting devices. There are three hand engraved items on 
each of the two enclosed forms - the eagle in an oval with drapery 
above, the boxed B and the word Dollars surrounded by a shaped 
border. The same items on each differ from one another as you will 
note. These are hand engraved and punched into a matrix, then cast 
in lead and put into a printing form with various standard foundry 
letters and decorations made of lead type. A counterfeiter would 
be discouraged to cut these elements by hand and could not 
purchase them. They could be used with different texts or borders 
or could be mixed. You probably can find many examples in the 
archives. Note the alteration protective insignia to the left of 
the lower amount to prevent adding a numeral to the left. That is 
where and why the $ sign became so useful. Bailey's patent was 
apparently used by Franklin long before then using a wood block 
cutting and pouring lead directly into it. 

I am totally frustrated on finding the possible mention or 
suggestion of the 1776 Continental Currency coinage in the 
Continental Congress papers or proceedings. The coins exist in 
several varieties of a round dollar size. They are extremely rare 
in silver, rare in copper composition and scarce in pewter. The 
$1 denomination in paper money was dropped in July 1776 for several 
emissions, apparently to make a place for the coin. Where might 
I find. rejected matters between February and July 1776 relating to 
them . 
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The only possibility I see in the index data you gave me is 
under COINAGE in the index of Papers of the Continental Congress. 
It has an unknown writer and is undated, 4 pages, M247, rl52, 
il39 , p. 483. Would you obtain a copy for me if it is not 
inconvenient. I will be grateful. 

I thank all of you for your kindness and look forward to our 
future relationship in helping one another. Nancy Edelman told me 
this might happen and she was right. 


A happy holiday to all of you, 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 24, 1994 


To the Queens of Dumbarton 
2715 Que Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Linda, Julie, Charlotte and Nancy: 

This is written on Thanksgiving because I am thanksgiving for the beautiful book 
you sent me — not only on behalf of our coffee table but because of your delightful 
inscriptions in it. The "houses beautiful" will make our house more beautiful. 

It was a delight to have visited with you and your Noursery. 


Your friend^"" 7 
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(PUMBARJDN HOUSE 

NATIONAL H FADQIARTERS 


December 14, 1994 
202-337-2288 


Dr. Elizabeth M. Nuxoll 
The Papers of Robert Morris 
Queens College/CUNY 
Flushing, New York 11367-1597 

Dear Dr. Nuxoll: 

Julie Young and I have discussed your letter. Eric Newman and 
Ken Bowling have sung your praises. We are glad you have the 
Joseph Nourse catalogue in hand and hope that you can come to 
Washington to see the exhibit "In Search of Joseph Nourse before it 
closes May 27, 1995. 

Please find enclosed (1) the index of Nourse manuscripts and 
documents in the Dumbarton House Collection, all of which has been 
xeroxed, (2) an index of the Nourse family papers at the Alderman 
Library at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, (3) 
Nourse family geneaology and (4) Morris family geneaology. We hope 
these will be useful as you prepare your Robert Morris publication. 


It is, as you noted, amazing how interconnected the prominent 
families of the early American government were. 

With all best regards, 


Nancy W. Edelman 

Director of Education, History and Research 

cc: Julie Young 
Ken Bowling 
^Ehric Newman 





The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America 

2715 QUE STREET N.VV , WASHINGTON, D.C. 20007 • 202/337-0972 


London Flashbacks 

Crystal Palace, front entrance, 1935 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON 



January 11, 1995 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

;3105 



It was a pleasure to watch your video tape of 
the lecture that you gave on November 16, 
1994, "The Many Changes in American Currency 
Experienced by Joseph Nourse." 

I was especially glad to see it because it 
answered some of my questions on the issuance 
of bank notes and helped me with my history. 

I want to thank you once again both for your 
excellent video tape and for remembering me 
to Nancy Edelman. 

£ ' 


V. 

Treasurer of the United States 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dr. Philip Mossman January 18, 1995 

36 Griffin Ave 
Hampden, ME 04444-1009 


Dear Phil: 

Enclosed is what I believe is a new find but I can not read 
it all. I learned about it in the Index to the Papers of the 
Continental Congress when I visited Washington in October 1994. 
It has no date and no author. It is in the 1785-1789 period files 
but that is not conclusive. I just received the copy from my 
friends there. 

Will you be nice enough to type a copy for me and return the 
original positive I enclose. I am sending you a photocopy for your 
file. Your comments will be appreciated. Maybe we ought to write 
it up together if it turns out to be worthwhile. 

Never a dull moment. 


Sino rely, 



Eric t. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Philip Mossman February 6, 1995 

36 Griffin Ave 
Hampden, ME 04444-1009 


Dear Phil: 


Thank you so much for the transcription of the 1785-1789 
document . 

I applied my eyes and imagination to the missing words and I 
believe they are as follows: 


Page 1, 1st in need 

Page 1, 2nd circulation 

Page 2, 3rd (line 1) change Congress to Coinage 
(line 10) when 

Page 2 (line 2) Further 

Page 2 (line 24) I believe this is intended to be capable but 
is misspelled (change footnote) 


This appears to me possibly to be a proposal about the time 
of the Fugio proposal. Duer had an inside track politically so 
this proposer had no chance. Perhaps we should look up the other 
proposals of the late 1786 and early 1787 period to see if this 
could fit in. 

What think thee? Send me any revision you make please. 



Thanks .again , 


Eric P. Newman 
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qjUMRARION HOUSE 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


July 2, 1997 


Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

501 North Broadway 
St. Louis, MO 63102 

Dear Eric, 

Your gift of your centennial edition of The Early Paper Money of America arrived 
yesterday, and I must admit my heart just leapt when the package arrived! Julie Young, the 
Dumbarton House Board member who works as director of the education program, joins me in 
thanking you for your contributions to validate Joseph Nourse and his work as a civil servant. Ken 
Bowling is currently reviewing all the volunteers’ transcriptions of the Nourse papers and making 
recommendations. 

My talk on Charles Willson Peale at the Corcoran went well last Thursday (clipping 
attached). 

When might you and Evelyn be in Washington? Do come by and see our reinstallation of 
the Nourse Exhibit which we now use to orient visitors to the Museum. 

Betsy and Stuart Zimbalist’s son is planning a big fall wedding in St. Louis. They called 
yesterday to invite me. So, if I am able to. I’ll let you and Evelyn know and will hope to see you 
then. 


Fondly, 



Nancy W. Edelman 

Curator of Education, History & Research 


cc: Julie Young 


The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America 

2715 QUE STREET N.W.. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20007 • 202/337-2288 





i J)UMBAKION HOUSE 

NATIONAL H EADQIARTERS 

December 14, 1994 
202-337-2288 


Dr. Elizabeth M. Nuxoll 
The Papers of Robert Morris 
Queens College/CUNY 
Flushing, New York 11367-1597 

Dear Dr. Nuxoll: 

Julie Young and I have discussed your letter. Eric Newman and 
Ken Bowling have sung your praises. We are glad you have the 
Joseph Nourse catalogue in hand and hope that you can come to 
Washington to see the exhibit "In Search of Joseph Nourse before it 
closes May 27, 1995. 

Please find enclosed (1) the index of Nourse manuscripts and 
documents in the Dumbarton House Collection, all of which has been 
xeroxed, (2) an index of the Nourse family papers at the Alderman 
Library at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, (3) 
Nourse family geneaology and (4) Morris family geneaology. We hope 
these will be useful as you prepare your Robert Morris publication. 

It is, as you noted, amazing how interconnected the prominent 
families of the early American government were. 

With all best regards, 


Nancy W. Edelman 

Director of Education, History and Research 


cc: Julie Young 
Ken Bowling 
^ Eric Newman 
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